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Bills That Passed 
 
Medicaid Managed Care Oversight and Medical Necessity Standards 
Bill Number: HB 925 
Author: Rep. Missy McGee 
Final Status: Approved by Governor in 2026. 
HB 925 made significant changes to Mississippi Medicaid managed care oversight, 
including requirements that participating managed care organizations use clear medical 
necessity criteria consistent with widely accepted professional standards of care. The bill 
also strengthened transparency, audit oversight, and reporting expectations for managed 
care contractors. For telehealth providers, this is important because utilization 
management, prior authorization, retrospective review, and reimbursement decisions 
increasingly aJect virtual care access. This legislation may improve accountability for 
telehealth claims review and payer decision-making.  
 
Bills That Failed 
 
Medicaid Telehealth Reimbursement Parity for FQHCs, Rural Health Clinics, and 
Community Mental Health Centers 
Bill Number: HB 107 
Author: Rep. Robert Johnson III 
Final Status: Died in House Committee on February 3, 2026. 
HB 107 would have required Mississippi Medicaid to reimburse telehealth services 
provided by federally qualified health centers, rural health clinics, and community mental 
health centers at the same rate as comparable face-to-face encounters. This was one of 
the most important telehealth bills of the session because it directly addressed payment 
sustainability for safety net providers serving rural and underserved populations. Equal 
reimbursement remains a longstanding issue for telehealth adoption and provider 
investment. The bill did not advance out of committee.  
 
Telemedicine and Ambulance Reimbursement Reform 
Bill Number: HB 1657 
Author: Rep. Sam Creekmore IV 
Final Status: Died in Senate Committee on March 3, 2026. 
HB 1657 would have expanded Mississippi telemedicine law by explicitly authorizing 
telemedicine when assessing or treating an enrollee under a health benefit plan. The 
legislation also addressed ambulance reimbursement, assignment of benefits, explanation 
of benefits transparency, and enforcement responsibilities for the Department of 
Insurance. For telehealth advocates, this bill represented an opportunity to further 
modernize virtual care reimbursement and insurance administration. Although it passed 
the House, it did not survive Senate consideration.  



Student 24/7 Teletherapy Pilot Project 
Bill Number: HB 1463 
Author: Rep. Becky Currie Aguirre 
Final Status: Died in Committee on February 3, 2026. 
HB 1463, known as the 2026 Youth Mental Health Access for All Act, would have 
established a statewide Student 24/7 Teletherapy Pilot Project through the Mississippi 
Department of Education. The program was designed to provide after-hours teletherapy 
access for students in grades 5 through 12 through vendor-supported telehealth services. 
This represented a major school-based telehealth proposal aimed at addressing youth 
behavioral health access shortages. The bill did not advance beyond committee.  
 
Student 24/7 Teletherapy Senate Companion 
Bill Number: SB 2508 
Author: Senate authorship as introduced 
Final Status: Failed to advance. 
SB 2508 was the Senate companion eJort to establish the Student 24/7 Teletherapy Pilot 
Project. Like the House version, the proposal sought to create a large-scale school 
teletherapy access program focused on youth mental health and after-hours support. 
School-based telehealth remains a promising strategy for expanding behavioral health 
access in Mississippi, particularly in rural and underserved areas. The proposal ultimately 
did not become law.  
 
Existing Telehealth Policy Context 
Mississippi’s broader telemedicine coverage framework remains in place from prior 
legislation, including continued commercial coverage requirements for telemedicine 
services through July 1, 2028. This means the 2026 session focused more on 
reimbursement refinement, Medicaid parity, utilization oversight, and expansion 
opportunities rather than rebuilding Mississippi’s underlying telehealth legal framework.  
 
Session Summary 
The 2026 Mississippi Legislative Session produced limited direct telehealth wins but 
several important policy debates relevant to virtual care expansion. The most significant 
failed proposals involved Medicaid telehealth reimbursement parity, commercial 
telemedicine modernization, and school-based teletherapy expansion. HB 925’s managed 
care oversight provisions may indirectly benefit telehealth providers by strengthening 
medical necessity and utilization review accountability. For 2027, the Mississippi 
Telehealth Association may wish to prioritize Medicaid telehealth reimbursement parity, 
school-based telehealth expansion, tele-behavioral health access, payer transparency, 
utilization management reform, and continued protection of Mississippi’s existing 
telemedicine coverage framework. 
 


